The Nuts and Bolts
TechHOUNDS Newsletter

Outside Experience
As the build season comes to an end the team members will have a
new list of great memories and much more free time. TechHOUNDS
gives students the opportunity to learn many valuable skills. Some
students choose to use their experiences and their newfound skills to
make projects on their own.
Senior Allison Cunningham is working on an Iron Man hand. “I am
currently making an Iron Man hand in my Independent Study class. I
found a pattern online for the armored hand he has in the movie. I’m
making two cardboard ones as practice, and then I hope to be able
to import the pattern into the plasma cutter, cut it out of metal, and
weld one. Then I will put an LED ring in the middle so it looks like
you got the blaster on it,” Cunningham said.
Sophomore Derek Fronek had the chance to make an LED box
that lights up when music is played. “I liked how music is an analog
signal that’s not compatible with a digital device, so I wanted to
make something that can represent the waveform of music through a
digital device,” Fronek said.
TechHOUNDS believes that each student has the potential to
create anything, or succeed in everything they choose to. We want
to thank any student that goes above and beyond the team to invent
their future.
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Upcoming Events and Details
March 4 & 5

Tippecanoe District Competition

Location:
William Henry Harrison High School. 5701 N 50 W, West Lafayette, IN 47906
Event Contact:
info@indianafirst.org

March 24 & 25

Perry Meridian District Competition

Location:
Perry Meridian High School. 400 W. Meridian School Road in Indianapolis, Indiana, 46217
Event Contact:
info@indianafirst.org

April 7 & 8 District

Champions

Location:
Huntington North High School. Huntington, IN 46750
Event Contact:
info@indianafirst.org

Why should you go to the Competitions?
“The competitions are
extremely fun. You get
the chance to make
new friends outside of
your division. The bonds
you form while you
are waiting in between
matches and complaining
about the bleachers are
the friends you will have
for life.”

-Laura Dobie

We have extra spirit wear that we will be selling at all the competitions.

Division Updates

construction“

The battery box is completely assembled, painted, and wired and we are adding L-Brackets to the sides to
reinforce it. The electrical cart is completely assembled and painted,
and we’re working on the peg board for the spools of wire. We have
made a lot of progress on the slide for the airship, and we’re working
on the sponsor banner.

”

Electrical“We put together our mounting system,

troubleshot the problems that came up when we put the
board together, and we’re putting LEDs on things.

”

Robot ops “We finished our drive train and our

gear collector is almost mounted. Our climber is assembled and ready to mount, the hopper is ready to mount,
and our vertical feeder is getting there.

”

Information technology “We’re still

working on the scouting system, and that’s our big
project for this week.

”

Public Relations “This week PR has been work-

ing on the PR video, the week six newsletter, taking more
photos and videos. It has been a really relaxing, but
extremely productive last week. We have accomplished a
lot this year and I’m extremely proud of my division.

”

Programming “ In programming, it’s been crunch

time on the robot code. We’ve just been fine tuning all the
auton stuff and we’ve tried to work with some motion profiling. We’re implementing some more advanced stuff with
vision tracking and we’re hopeful that we’ll have the robot
by the end of the week.

”

To view more of 2017’s photos visit our Flickr at https://www.flickr.com/photos/98271547@N05/albums

Mentor corner rookiecorner

get to know our team
Abel Kiser
Why did you join?
I originally joined TechHOUNDS to get actual experience in the engineering areas and also because I wanted to learn how to weld.
What are your goals for the team?
Finish the robot in week six and have it not break. That’s a good
goal for right now.
What have you liked about the team so far?
I’ve met some people I haven’t ever met before, which was good. I
have a new group of friends that I wouldn’t have known before.
How did you hear about TechHOUNDS?
Through teachers mostly; I’ve been in the engineering department a
lot.

”

MR. Bonewit
How long have you been a mentor?
Four years.
Why did you start mentoring?
I first got involved when I started teaching here, just by helping out
when I could. After seeing how interesting it was and how interested
the kids were, I started helping out more. Eventually I just figured that
I wanted to be able to share my interests with the kids, and I want to be
able to see them succeed. So, what better way of doing it than the robotics
team.
What goals do you have for the team?
I hope to see us succeed in everything that we try to do. If it’s at a
competition, if it’s making new friends, or if it’s individual goals that we
set for each other. Whatever we set out to do I hope to see us succeed.

Want to know more?

visit techhounds.com
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